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An Emergency 


pagan HE American Bible Society, an organization which you 
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we 


Ke Y love and whose work has been made possible by the 

| gifts and good will of yourself and other Christian 
people, is faced with a financial emergency which 
necessitates our appealing to all Bible Lovers and par- 
ticularly to our own friends and supporters. 


A statement has just been prepared by the General Secretaries 
and the Treasurer and presented to the Board, which indicates 
that there will be a deficit in the receipts of 1921 of not less 
than $84,000. 


Under the pressure of urgent appeals from all parts of the world, 
the Society took a step of faith in setting up a program for 1921 
calling for a budget of $1,222,367. This is the largest budget ever 
adopted by the Society; but is modest, indeed, compared with the 
clamoring need of the world’s multitudes who seek the light of the 
Christian Scriptures. 


The increase in the budget over the preceding year was not great, 
and, indeed, was a serious reduction of the conservative requests of 
our representatives throughout the world. The Board had hoped 
that it might carry out this program without the necessity of 
retrenchment; but, in view of the serious financial situation, it has 
found it necessary at this late period of the year to request the 
officers of the Society to make some saving on the budget as origin- 
ally approved. Accordingly the officers have pared down their 
budgets just as far as could be done without serious sacrifice to the 
Society’s imperative obligations throughout the world. Already we 
have been required to borrow from the banks a substantial amount, 
and, unless our friends rally to our support at this time, we will be 
under the necessity of negotiating further loans. The situation is 
causing the Board and its officers very grave concern. 


We lay these matters frankly before you as a lover of this fun- 
damental cause. Its work is entirely in the hands of those who 
believe in and love the Bible; and we feel sure that you will want 


to issue in clarion tones the command to advance, rather than to 
sound retreat. 

Some one has recently said: ‘‘The American Bible Society 
belongs to that company of men and women who have discovered 
that the Bible isn’t a book at all; that the Bible isn’t a literature at 
all: but that the Bible is the palpitating account of the eternal God 
getting into relations with men. Believing that, the sending of it 
forth is worth any cost; believing that, we will take risks on it, we 
will spread it abroad, we will fling its message out; and we will know 
that, at the setting of the sun, when other voices have perished into 
silence, the one imperial divine voice, the voice which speaks from 
the Bible, shall-be the commanding voice.”’ 


The world’s new day must be illumined by the light of God’s 
Word. The bearers of this light can only go forth into the dark 
places of the earth as Christian men and women respond largely 
with their means for this purpose. 


Your generous response to this pressing need will be profoundly 
appreciated and will materially relieve our present embarrassment. 


Your check should be made payable to the Treasurer, Mr. Gilbert 
Darlington, Bible House, Astor Place, New York City. 


For the Board of Managers, 


Wiha. See 


fC 


General Secretaries. 
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A Peculiar W ork 


By Rey. F. G. Penzotti, Secretary of the La Plata Agency* 


HERE are many beneficent works in this 
world, and we are welcoming them all, 
sand we ought to appreciate them _ too. 
’There are relative works and genuine, as well 
-as transitory and permanent, and according 
‘to its cause will be the effect; there are further 
‘moral, visible, and invisible works; the first 
| being, perhaps, the more attractive and osten- 
sible, but the second, though modest, are of 
ea far greater effica- 
‘ey and permanency. 
There are no 
‘doubts entertained 
‘whatever that, 
: above all these bene- 
factors of poor hu- 
manity, the Bible is 
standing beforethem 
as an imperishable 
monument in all 
ages, opening for 
itself a way to pene- 
trate into the pal- 
ace of the mighty as 
well as into the most 
humble hut. The 
Bible makes no dif- 


I wish I had the ability and capacity of 
describing the great many blessings this 1m- 
mortal book has bestowed, and is still be- 
stowing. But this ability I lack, and so I 
must confine myself to telling something of 
the blessings I myself have received during 
my experience of almost half a century, es- 
pecially in Central and South America. If 
there is a work where faith, perseverance, 
and abnegation 
have to be exer= 
cised, it is surely in 
the work of the 
distribution of the 
Bible—which is, in 
all respects, the gen- 
uine missionary 
work. Inevery mis- 
sionary work, the 
Bible is going ahead, 
making straight the 
way for the mission- 
ary and the pastor, 
who, when entering 
the new field, find 
the light of God 
kindled and the way 


ference between 
the rich and the 
poor, and kindles 
its shining light in 
the heart of both, 
making it pene- 
trate into the most 
dense darkness; and, 
at its bright shining, 
ignorance is vanishing little by little and also, 
as a natural consequence, so is superstition. 
This monument before which humanity is 
bowing her head, and ages are passing with 
respect, is the Sublime Book, which ought 
to be the advisor of the whole of humanity, 
and the guide of every intellectual mind; by 
which every heart should be governed. 

But why does this book live and survive 
all ages? Even though an impotent Catholi- 
cism were able to destroy this orb, the Divine 
Book would remain perfect and clean upon 
the smouldering ruins of it. | 


Mr. Penzotti was born in Switzerland, and has lived his life in Spanish Central and South America. 


English is personal and refreshing. 


SOCIETY HEADQUARTERS IN BUENOS AIRES 
Mr. Penzotti at reader’s right 


open; meanwhile 
the Bible is march- 
ing forward, to carry 
its light®to other 
places. and to pre- 
pare a new field, 
going from conquest 
to conquest. Gen- 
erally it begins its 
work in the heart of the individual, later on 
in the family and in the community, and 
finally is extending itself over the whole na- 
tion; itsmanner of working is modest, with no 
ostentation, but is like the rivulets which, hid- 
den by the grass, water and fructify the plain 
which, in its time, produces abundant fruits. 
I myself can testify for the reality of this. 
During forty-five years it was my opportu- 
nity and privilege to travel throughout the re- 
publics of Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Chili, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Vene- 


zuela, Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Hon- 
He is fluent in Spanish; his 
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duras, San Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, 
Cuba, and many other places, enduring all 
kinds of persecution and even ptison. Never- 
the less, the beneficial result of this was that 
in all these places the doors opened them- 
selves toward the gospel, provoking discus- 
sions among the people; laws were modified, 
and changed from intolerance into tolerance, 
even becoming liberal. To-day all these 
places are welcoming the missionary and 
opening all doors for him, excepting the 
prison doors. 

My experience has shown me that even 
the most incredulous and indifferent of men 
recognize the beneficial effects of the Bible; 
and I will state a few cases in order to show 
the reality of it: 

In Guatemala, a dentist, Dr. Hamilton, was, 
as many others, lacking the proper personnel 
for his service; for vice, in all its different 
forms, was accomplishing its debasing effects 
in Guatemala—especially the vices of intoxi- 
cation and infidelity were greatly felt there. 
We were able to recommend to him a youth 
in whose heart the love of God was working. 
Dr. Hamilton soon came to us and said, 
‘“‘Since you have a fabric to turn out such 
men, I would be much obliged to you, if you 
would send me all of them, because I am in 
need of such men.”’ 

The Electric Light Enterprise there was 
struggling against the same difficulty. One 
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day we recommended to them a man, who 
though a half-Indian had opened his heart 
to the light of God; this man soon gained 
the entire confidence of his chief. One day the} 
chief came and said to me with much persist- 
ence, “Please send us all the men of that type 
you have; we will be very grateful to you.” 

What was particularly calling my attention 
during my experience, was the fact that the 
spirit of antipathy and hatred was reigning 
powerfully among the people on questions 
of nationality and politics. This I could ob- 
serwe more remarkably in the people of Peru 
and Chili, Guatemala and San Salvador. 
But once the Word of God and love of Christ 
entered their hearts, all things change, and 
their hatred is turned into love and enmity 
into fellowship. 

If the people and the governments would 


‘only learn to appreciate the great many bene- 


fits the perusal and distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures are working among them, I am 
sure they would put their hands to the 
plough and contribute to the development of 
our work; they would not have to spend so 
much on hospitals and prisons, because there 
would not be so much need for them. 

Would to God the day may come soon in 
which the Bible is taking the place which only 
belongs to it, in the individual as well as in the 
The beneficial 
effects of it would soon be manifested. 


é COLPORTEUR AUGUSTO DIEDRICHS, OF ARGENTINA 
Only a few colporteurs have a “ flivver.”” The donkey is still the Bible man’s friend 


« different 
kof literature, all 
ccent ered around 
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Universal Bible Sunday 


URING the past month we have sent 
out to about ten thousand pastors and 
church workers, samples of the literature 
offered by the Society for their aid in observing 
Universal Bible Sunday, November 27th. ‘ 
The responses received from these com- 
munications have been most encouraging, and 
we are looking for a very large and significant 
celebration of the day this year. The free 
helps which the 
Society offers 
consist of three 


types 


the idea of the 


Christ the Light of the World - 


among those who know not the Way of Life. 
Any church of any denomination will find it 
appropriate, instructive, uplifting, and enter- 
taining. It can be used with equal fitness for 
a church service, a Sunday school, Young 
People’s Society, missionary society, or Wom- 
an’s Christian Temperance Union. The pro- 
gram is given in the form of dialogue, having 
as the characters: Twentieth Century, Spirit 
of History, Spir- 
it of Man, The 
Bible, Spirit of 
Prophecy, The 
Art of Printing, 
The Bible Trans- 
lator, The Bible 


Bible as the a : Societies and 
“Only Way Out : Thee Golpor- 
of the Dark : at all Wy teurs. Mr. Mc- 

First—An Ex- I) Alpine shows 
ercise for church the marvelous 


@r Sunday- 
school. : 

This is a sim- 
ple but effective 
program written 
with a view to 
its being used in 
either the Sun- 
day morning 
church service 
or the Sunday 
school. Pro- 
fessor Athearn, 
professor of Re- 
ligious Educa- 
tion of Boston 
University and 
head of the Mal- 
den Plan of Re- 
ligious Educa- 
cation, has or- 
dered copies of 
the exercise. 
Dr. Frank Mar- 
ston writes: ‘‘I think the exercise prepared 
for Bible Sunday is the best thing of the kind 
I have ever seen. It grips.” 

The following is from a review of the pro- 
gram, written for one of our weekly papers 


Organization , BibleHouse 


by the New York correspondent, not con- 


nected with the Bible Society: “The Ameri- 
can Bible Society has published a wondrously 
fine program for Universal Bible Sunday, by 
Charles A. McAlpine, entitled ‘The Only 
Way Out of the Dark.’ There is nothing 
at all sectarian about the exercise. It is a 
beautiful appeal for the spread of the gospel 


Out of the Dark 


AMissionary American BibleSociety 
Astor Plac NewYork, NY 


achievements of 
man during all 
these centuries, 
but there is one 
thing lacking— 
; “The leprosy of 
fs, sin still clings 
to human lives.” 
The only way 
out of the dark 
is found in the 
Bible. There is 
much of human 
interest and the 
attention is held 
throughout.” 
Second—Leaf- 
lets (4-page) for 
general distri- 
bution, showing 
the Bible as the 
“Only Way Out 
of the Dark,” 
and cartrying a 
brief statement of the Bible Society’s work. 
Third—Posters . 26 x 36 inches in- size,, of 
which the above illustration is a facsimile. 
Make Bible Sunday a time for stimulating 
Bible reading, for erecting family altars, for 
committing Scriptures to memory, for en- 
couraging children to own their own Bible, 
for procuring personal copies of the Bible, 
for placing it in Bibleless homes, for helping 
its circulation the world around, for making 
community Bible canvasses, and in many 
other ways magnifying the ministry of the 
Book itself. 


Supported by 
Voluntary 


e Contributions 
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Testaments in Pockets a Power 


HE Pocket Testament League is growing 

into a singularly impressive Christian 
force. Founded before her marriage by 
Mrs. Charles M. Alexander, it was taken up 
by her late husband, the famous singing evan- 
gelist, and in their campaigns Dr. J. Wilbur 
Chapman and he used it as an important 
adjunct. in’ their armory of methods. 

The league’s pledge—to carry a Testament 
constantly in one’s pocket and to read a 
chapter daily—has in it a mechanical element 
to which certain types of Christians are not 
readily drawn. But the evidence of those 
who have pursued the method establishes 
abundantly that much more than mechanical 
results derive from it. The reading of the 
New Testament may be-a routine thing to 
such as are accustomed to the habit, but to 
those not familiar with these “ gracious words 
of life’ the daily opening of the sacred pages 
brings a revelation before which every funda- 
mental thought changes color. The Spirit 
gets a chance in lives previously closed to 
him when the words of Christ appeal di- 
rect to eyes and mind. Often the blank 
form at the back of the Testament which 


invites the reader to enroll as a Christian 
is solemnly signed by men to whom it was a 
light matter to promise at the first to read 
the book. : 

Singular evidences of this evangelistic effect 
from the league’s simple program have been 
seen in a recent campaign in Tenafly, New 
Jersey—a suburb of New York—where sev- 
eral men of prominence, regarded by their 
neighbors as wholly secularized and: un- 
touched by any thought of religion, have come 
under deep conviction of sin without any 
preaching at all, but simply froma general 
revival of Bible reading which swept over the 
community. Like tidings are heard from 
Harrisburg. The distribution of Testaments 
by a vigorous committee operating in Phila- 
delphia has spread a new atmosphere through 
the street car service and numerous industrial 
plants. Chapters of the league in state 
prisons of Pennsylvania, New York, and 
Oregon elicit testimony that ‘Testaments 
are worth their weight in gold’’ among the 
convicts. Manifestly there is a value in the 
movement which aggressive Christian workers 
must not discount.—The Continent. 


Helen Keller’s Tribute to the Bible 


HE Rev. William L. Stidger contributes 

in The Bookman, for July, an interesting 
article on “‘Book Service from the Pulpit,” 
which is a plea in favor of sermons derived 
from great books, including fiction. We re- 
produce from it a reminiscence of Helen Keller 
that our readers will certainly enjoy: 


“The preacher who knows and lives in 
books is capable of a service to his people that 
will pay a hundredfold,” said a preacher- 
pastor one day in my presence. He said it 
with a good deal of emphasis and feeling. 

“Books? So you are a book-preacher?” 
said another preacher in a slightly critical 
tone. 

“Yes,” said my friend; ‘‘a preacher of 
books and the Book.”’ 

A week before this conversation I had heard 
Helen Keller speak at a meeting of the Adver- 
tising Clubs in Cleveland, Ohio. I was sched- 
uled to speak immediately following her ap- 
pearance. It was the most difficult speak- 
ing task I ever attempted. The wonder of 
what Miss Sullivan had done for that blind, 
deaf and dumb girl swept me off my feet. I 
could not refrain from calling the attention 
of that great crowd of business men to Lin- 


coln’s words at Gettysburg as he stood looking 
down upon the graves of thousands of Ameri- 
can soldiers. 

I said, “As I stand up to speak to you, fol- 
lowing as I do the miracle of Helen Keller, 
I am aware of the fact that what I say cannot 
speak as loudly as what Miss Sullivan has 
done.” 

It was a tense meeting because of that 
wonderful girl’s presence. But, perhaps, the 
most beautiful moment of all was when Miss 
Sullivan permitted that crowd of business 
men to ask questions of Miss Keller. | 

One man said, ‘“‘Tell Miss Keller that I 
know her brother in the South.” Miss Sul- 
livan put Helen’s two fingers to her own lips | 
and Helen’s thumb to her vibrant throat and _ 
conveyed the message. 

Even before those words were spoken 


Helen’s feet began to dance and her body 


to vibrate with ecstasy as she said, ‘And are 
you an engineer also?” “| 
Then somebody asked Helen what her 
favorite sport was. = 
She said with that peculiar and careful 
pronunciation, “ Horseback ri—ding!”’ 5 
Then Miss Sullivan asked Helen if she 
knew that the room was full of men. 


» 
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She danced with excitement and said, “‘ Yes, 
I know.” 

“How do you know, Helen?” 

“I can smell zem.”’ 

“How do you tell your men friends apart, 
Helen?” 

“I smell zem.”’ 

The crowd roared with laughter and excite- 
ment. Tears were in every eye. It was a 
4tense ten minutes for every man. Even the 
l laughter was to hide the tears. 


“What do you mean when you say you 
i smell them?” 
“I smell zeir different tobaccos,” said 


| Helen, clapping her hands. 

Then the crowd applauded. Helen seemed 
| overjoyed at the applause. 

Somebody asked her how she could tell that 
‘they were applauding, since she could not 

hear. 
She said, ‘‘I feel zem.”’ 
“How do you feel the applause?”’ 


I HAD the pleasant opportunity of directing 
a short religious service in the home of a 
Brazilian lady on last Saturday evening, who 
told me this short but interesting story. 
During her whole life she had been a staunch, 
Sincere Roman Catholic, observing all the 
practices and devotions of the same, with zeal 
land fervor. About seven years ago a mis- 
sionary lady gave her a New Testament. 
Knowing the severe penalty on all members 
of the Roman Church who read or study the 
Scriptures without the sanction and guidance 
of the priest, this lady very carefully put the 
Holy Word in a trunk for safe-keeping, under 
no condition whatever, except the loving re- 
membrance of a dear friend. Many, many 
times, her children came to her, begging to 
see the pretty little book, which was refused 
them each time as if it were a venomous Set- 
pent. However, on one occasion, when one 
of the little ones was sick, at its request to 
hear a story, the mother took the Testament 
from its place of hiding and began to read. 
From that moment on, the Holy Spirit began 


JIN July, from the 17th to the 19th, in Cam- 
was held a Roman 


BIBLE Society RECORD 


What a New Testament Did 


The Catholic Bible Congress at Cambridge 


187 
“Wiz my feet!’ Then she danced with 
delight. 

“Do you like golf?” a man asked. 

‘“‘No!” said Helen. 

“Why?’ again questioned the man, a golf 
enthusiast of Cleveland. 

‘‘ Bet-iz-a-lazy-man’s-game!” replied Helen, 
to the crowd’s huge delight. 

“Do you read?” asked one of the business 
men. 

‘* All-ze-time.”’ 

“What is your favorite book?’’ 

“Zee Bi—bule!” she said, and in the spell- 
ing I have tried to reproduce her pronuncia- 
tion of that word. It was as tenderly spoken 
as the words of a mother in speaking of her 
baby. ‘‘Zee Bi—bule”’ as that girl spoke the 
word rings like sweet music in my ears. And 
so, at the beginning of this article about the 
preacher as a man of books serving his com- 
munity, I make haste to say that he must be 
a man of “books and the Book.”’ 


to work mightily in the soul of that woman. 
At first the Word was read for the little one, 
and then the mother for herself began to 
read and reread it, getting closer to Christ 
each day. She began to frequent the church 
services, and to attend a catechumen class 
to learn more and more of the doctrines of 
the new faith. In due time she was re- 
ceived intothe Protestant church and now is 
one of the most fervent members of the local 
church. 

All of this was not without its difficulties, 
however. The old mother did all in her 
power to dissuade the daughter from the 
“erratic step,” prophesying all manner of 
plagues that must surely visit her to make 
life miserable, and telling her that she would 
be excommunicated from the Holy Roman 
Church. What! be excommunicated for exer- 
cising a living and saving faith in Jesus! 
Yes, this is what was really meant. 

Thus a New Testament was the means of 
bringing a whole family into the fold.—The 
Missionary Survey. 


Archbishops and bishops and professors of 
Scripture from Catholic colleges and semi- 
naries in England were present, as well as 
Catholic laymen and a few non-Catholics. 
Courtesies were extended by the University 
and the City of Cambridge, and garden parties 
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were enjoyed, and stately ceremonials held 
on Sunday, July 17th. 

A writer in America, from which we received 
the information of this congress, says: ‘ Pri- 
marily it was a celebration of the fifteenth 
centenary of St. Jerome. 

‘““The most notable event of the congress 
was Cardinal Gasquet’s lecture on the Vul- 
gate. He described how the work of collat- 
ing the manuscripts had been carried on for 
years by Benedictine monks giving their un- 
paid labor to the great undertaking. More 
than 30,000 photographs of manuscripts had 
been collected as material for the work. He 
mentioned that the most valuable and help- 
ful of the early codices, the famous Codex 
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Amiatinus, now at Florence, a manuscript of 
the eighth century, had lately been shown by 
a Cambridge scholar, Dr. Hort, to be the 
work of Saxon scribes in a monastery of 
Northumbria. He spoke of the reckless de- 
struction of Bibles after the Reformation 
and told how as late ag¢ 1798 bookbinders 
at Newcastle were using pages of Bibli- 
cal MSS. to stiffen the covers of account 
books. Some fragments of MSS. a thou- 
sand years old had been recovered from 
such bindings, among them pages of a 
famous Bible mentioned by Bede. He also 
mentioned that American generosity was 
meeting some of the heavy cost of the 
Vulgate’s revision.” 


Policeman Piloted Out of the Dark 


By Dr. Frank P, Parkin, Secretary of the Atlantic Agency 


T was Solomon, in the Book of Proverbs, 

who once said, ‘““A man will have joy by 

the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken 
in due season, how good is it!”’ 

There are right and wrong ways of present- 
ing the Bible, in whole or in part, to those 
who have never read its sacred pages. A 
most striking illustration of this fact came to 
notice not long since. In the early part of 
this year (1921), a great strike of the pressmen 
connected with the mammoth Curtis Publish- 
ing Company, in Philadelphia, led to labor 
troubles, which continued for several months. 
Unfortunately, like too many of the con- 
flicts between labor and capital, bad and bit- 
ter feelings were engendered toward the men 
who took the place of the strikers. The city 
of Philadelphia assigned a large force of po- 
licemen, mounted and on foot, to guard the 
plant against threatened destruction of prop- 
erty or attacks upon the pressmen who con- 
tinued at work. 

Among those policemen was a compara- 
tively young man, not over thirty-five years 
of age, who was stationed immediately oppo- 
site the building of the Pennsylvania Bible So- 
ciety, at Seventh and Walnut Streets. One of 
the experienced and tactful men employed by 


Taking this leaflet, the colporteur stepped 
across the street, addressed the officer polite- 
ly, saying, ‘‘Can you tell me, sir, the only way 
out?” “Out of what?’ said the policeman. 
“Why, the only way out of the dark.’’ The 
officer glanced at his questioner and was be- 
ginning to think that he had a candidate for 


the insane asylum or some addict of the) 


cocaine habit; but he opened the’ leaflet 
tendered him and saw the cut of the Bible, 
and took in the situation immediately. A 
pocket Testament was given to him, with the 
request that he read it carefully and prayer- 
fully. 

A few days after that policeman came into 
the office of the Pennsylvania Bible Society 
and informed the writer of the circumstances 
of his receiving the New Testament, and with 


great joy said, “That Testament led to my 


the Pocket Testament League was presented - 


with a small supply of that wonderful leaflet 
» called ‘‘The Only Way Out of the Dark.’”’ In 
some respects it is the most striking piece of 
circular literature ever issued. The first page 
contains, in white letters on an absolutely 
black background, the title ‘The Only Way 
Out of the Dark,” and, as you open the four- 
page leaflet, a large cut of the Holy Bible 
appears diagonally on the two inside pages. 


conversion. I belong to an old Presbyterian 
family, but had wandered far from God. I 
had not opened a Bible or Testament since I 
was a Sunday-school boy; but this book, 
presented to me in this strange way, aroused. 
my interest, and I am reading it with ever-. 
increasing interest.’’ 

This most unusual incident emphasizes the 
fact that, in the distribution of God’s Word, 
we need to take advantage of every provi- 
dential occurrence and to use the same tact 
wisdom, and even originality, if we are able 
to employ it, as did this particular colporteur, 
in arousing men to the necessity of their read- 
ing God’s Word as ‘“‘The Only Way Out of 
the Dark”’ for the individual, the community, 
the nation or the world. Truly, ‘‘A word 
fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures 
of silver.” ahs 
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The Bible in the West Indies 


By Dr. J. Marcial-Dorado, Secretary of the West Indies Agency 


ERHAPS one of the most difficult fields 

for the carrying on of Bible work is 
that formerly known as the “Greater and 
Lesser Antilles.””. The countries which form 
the two above-mentioned groups, especially 
those of Spanish origin, have a singular moral 
and intellectual complexity. Their state of 
civilization is more or less deficient; they 
possess religious ideals which are more or less 
spiritual. They are lacking in that simplicity 
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and confidence in each other and in things 1n 
general that is to be found among the people 
of more primitive civilization, as, for instance, 
among the majority of the people which com- 
prise the African and Asiatic races. 
Surrounded as they were for several cen- 
turies by the influence of traditions which 
moulded their lives by force, these people 
learned to school themselves either in the art 
of dissimulation or that of hypocrisy, and 


closing their eyes’ to all sense of reasoning 


would not listen to any change of moral or 


spiritual creed; and, having accepted these 


two ways of living, those coming to till the 
field were confronted with tremendous ob- 
stacles, and found that the warfare was to be 
waged against two formidable enemies,— 
skepticism and fanaticism. The skeptic gen- 
erally greets the Bible worker with these 
words: ‘“‘Let me alone. I do not care to 
hear anything with regard to religious in- 
fluence. I am not interested in your Bible 
or your Christ. For centuries past we have 
known and heard of that Christianity whose 
creed has served as a weapon, with which 
many people and nations could dominate other 
men and other nations. The evangelical sects 
with their Bible are nothing more than an- 
other phase of Roman Catholicism with its 
Cross; a modern phase of Christianity, 
started with the same purpose of gripping the 
human conscience and thus becoming a domi- 
nating force to bring the people of other 
nations under subjection to their will. In 
the centuries past the Romanists, with the 
Cross as their pretext, were the world poten- 
tates; to-day these other sects with their 
Bible want to enjoy the same power, but we 
are not to be deceived as easily as are the 
Chinese.” This is the usual argument of the 
skeptic in these countries. 

Now let us hear what the fanatics have to 
say: ‘We will hear nothing of Christ, except 
as it is preached in our churches, and that 
by our priests. We wish to retain our faith 
and our traditions, and the surest way to 
retain these is not to listen to these heretics 
who read and expound the Bible without any 
advice from the priest.” Among the skeptics 
are found a large majority of the most intel- 
lectual people. Among the fanatics are found 
a small portion of the more ignorant, and the 
rest may be listed among the industrial and 
commercial classes. 

But let us now take a momentary view of the 
work that has been and is being done in these 
territories. There is a population of ten 
million and a half in the countries of the 
West Indies in which Bible and missionary 
work is being carried on. Four million of 
this population are children, six million and 
a half adults. According to data and reports 
received from the various missions laboring 
in these islands, 48,000 of the four million 
children attend Sunday schools or Christian 
Endeavor meetings or both, and all these 
have a Bible or a portion of the Gospels. 
Out of the six million and a half adults there 
are 41,000 that are members of the different 
denominations, and all have their Bible or 
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Testament or Gospel. There are also about 
1,400 evangelical Christians listed as mis- 
sionaries, ministers, preachers, colporteurs, 
Bible-women, nurses, and other Christian 
workers, which make a population of some 
fifty thousand persons or more who are 
evangelical Christians and have their Bible 
or a part of it. In addition to the 41,000 
members of the different churches, it is cal- 
culated that some 29,000 people attend the 
services of these churches although they are 
not members. ‘Two-thirds of this number 
who are not members of any church, but who 
attend, have a Bible of their own or a part 
of one. Thus the number of persons who 
have Bibles or a part of it, or who know more 
or less as to its doctrines, ascends to 69,000. 
To this estimate should be added the number 
of persons who, not having had any contact 
with the missions or evangelical churches, 
are acquainted with the Bible and possess a 
copy of the Holy Scriptures or a New Testa- 
ment. Among these fairly intellectual peo- 
ple who are not yet believers, there are many 
who have purchased Bibles from our col- 
porteurs, and are yet fearful to attend religious 
services; and, lastly, there are a large number 
of people from the rural districts who have 
had the opportunity to obtain Bibles from 
our colporteurs. The number of these last 
runs up to 21,000 persons who are outside 
of the missionary radius, according to the 
data received from the regions visited, and 
have Bibles and Scripture portions of their 
own. In short, taking a minimum estimate 
from the statistics in hand, a total of 90,000 
persons in these territories have the Bible or 
a portion of it. This number as compared 
with the population seems small, as it is only 
one per cent; but when we consider the fact 
that 71 per cent of the population are illi- 
terate people, who live in the remote rural 
districts and in the interior of the islands, 
which do not permit of frequent visitation 
because of the difficulties in transportation 
and communication, this average of 90,000 
persons who are acquainted with the Bible 
represents at least three per cent of the total 
of the population that are able to read and 
write and are capable of understanding the 
Bible. About half of the remaining popula- 
tion, that is 48 per cent, are apparently 
Roman Catholics; and the other 48 per cent 
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may be divided into groups of the indifferent 
class: spiritists, theosophists, and sorcerers. 


This last group still have barbarous rites, and 


are more numerous in the mountainous re- 
gions of Hayti. 

Taking into consideration these estimates, 
which are as exact as it is possible to obtain, 
it is easy to calculate the number of books 
gradually needed by the American Bible 
Society in order to increase the number of 
persons who should have in their possession 
the Holy Scriptures. Experience has shown 
us that nearly a sixth part of those who have 
Bible or portions of it make an annual pur- 
chase, either because their own Bible is 
worn by use, or because they have lost it, 
or perhaps they have given it away to some 
one, or because they want one of the new 
edition. This sixth part which renews its 
purchase each year represents 15,000 books, 
either Bibles or portions. 

Due to the work of the missionaries and the 
canvassing of the Bible workers, in spite of 
the limitations of the present budget it has 
been possible each year to visit, have read 
or present the opportunity of reading or 
learning to read the Bible to 4 per cent of 
the population. Our experience has also been 
that, for various reasons,—and perhaps the 
main one being that of poverty, which is 
prevalent in these territories,—a fifth of those 
who hear the Bible do not buy it; but this 
fifth part represents almost invariably 15,000 
more books. So that, more or less, there is 
urgent need of 30,000 books; and this amount 
will increase considerably year by year, as a 
result of special campaigns or by the requests 
made by missionary workers, or on account 


of extraordinary conditions in the territory 


which at times tend to awaken religious 
fervor. 


The influence that these 30,000 books have 


during the year will be described in a forth-— 


coming article; but we will say in a word 
that these 90,000 people who own the Bible 
or part of it, and these 30,000 books that we 
distribute annually, are causing the skeptics 
and the fanatics which we mentioned in the 


opening lines, to be constantly preoccupied — 


with the work of the Bible Society; and they 
are heard to inquire, ‘‘But what is in this 
book that so many people have, and that is 
sold in greater numbers each day?” 


A WELL-READ Benedictine Father of St. 
Bede’s Abbey has gathered into a rather 
somberly bound book called ‘Altar Flowers” 
devout reflections on the Real Presence and 
short practical discourses on the Christian 
life, which he illustrates with apposite anec- 
dotes and modern instances. “If you have 


anything to say, do so now. They will be 
the last words you will ever pronounce,’’ are 
the words for instance the author quotes from 


a surgeon who had to remove the tongue of | 


“‘Praise be to Lord — 
Jesus forever!” was the patient’s fervent ex-_ 


a poor German peasant. 


clamation.—From America. 
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From tHE Mexico AGENCY: 

| Osea story told of a Mexican hero, Floren- 
tino Pifia, is true, and some of the mis- 

sionaries in the west of the country knew the 


man well. Born about the middle of the last 
century, he grew up in ignorance of even the 
alphabet, and began to drink at an early age. 
His native home was among the mountains 
of Sonora. He became the father of a family, 
but was such a hopeless drunkard that his 
wife and children went off and left him. In 
lonely misery, he secured food by selling a 
few vegetables from time to time at the doors 
of the village. The Bible came into that dis- 
trict, and a group of people were meeting to 
read; and so one day a lady gave Don Floren- 
tino a New Testament with a kind word about 
the love of Jesus. Ashamed to confess his 
ignorance, he sought friends to read to him 
from the little book, and from that day he 
began tochange. He went to the place where 
the little group met to read and comment on 
the Word, and one day stood up among them, 
and declared himself a follower of the Lord. 
He never took another drink of liquor, and 
always declared that he had no desire for it. 
So thrilled was he with the value of the Book 
that he at once began to try to get others to 
buy and read it, and in this way put many 
into families of his friends. 


Two Warriors and Their 
Weapons 


Rey. E. A. Kayner, missionary in the Phil- 
ippine Islands, and an Ifugao warrior, 
in the mountains of northern Luzon 


The American Bible Society has 1s- 
sued the Gospel of St. John in the 
Ifugao dialect, practically the only 
attempt that has ever been made to 
reduce anything to writing in their 
dialect. 


The Bible is the sword which the mis- 
sionary uses. May the Ifugao war- 
rior soon exchange his weapon for 
the ‘Sword of the Spirit.” 
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The Bible Agency heard of his work, and 
soon he was one of the regular colporteurs; 
and for fifteen years sold Bibles and portions 
all over two states—Sonora and Chihuahua. 
Many of the missions in that section can be 
traced directly to his efforts. 

When he began this work he bought for 
himself the finest Bible that was published, 
and sometimes people would laugh at him 
for carrying a Bible when he could not read. 
With a happy smile, and a frank confession 
of ignorance, he would say: ‘‘Of course, you 
can read. Will you please read for me what 
it says right here?” And he knew just where 
to open the book for the passage he wanted. 
And in this way he sold hundreds of Bibles 
along the trailsandin thetowns. He was very 
devoted to his horse, and treated him as a 
companion and friend, more anxious for his 
provender than for his own dinner. 

One day (in 1902) he put up ata little inn 
and went out to sell books, and the owner 
of the place came in drunk and saddled 
the horse and began to abuse him cruelly. 
As Pifia returned to get more books, the 
drunken man came in pistol in hand, and 
killed him on the charge of being a Prot- 
estant. He fell on a pile of the Bibles he 


was going to sell. 
A. H. MELLEN. 
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T was intended to make the October num- 
ber of the BIBLE Society REcORD a 
“China Number.” But the impossibility of 
securing certain material in time for this issue 
has made it necessary to postpone the China 
number until November. 

In this issue, however, will be found an 
emergency statement, which, we trust, every 
reader will thoughtfully and prayerfully con- 
sider. It is a dark hour in the world’s his- 
tory—the light bearers must penetrate the 
darkness. It is not the hour for fearfulness 
nor retreat; let us send forth im faith the 
men and women who bear the Holy Book, 
which reveals the true Light that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. 


Members of the family of the late Theodore 
Roosevelt have learned of a touching bit of 
sentiment which has recently been displayed 
in Maine, near Mattawamkeag Lake, where 
the one-time President used to go hunting. 
Very often the late Colonel used to seek quiet 
beneath a tree at the mouth of First Brook to 
tead the Bible, which he always carried with 
him. 

Herman Hagedorn, one of the faculty of 
the Roosevelt School for Boys in New Jersey, 
learned of the ex-President’s habit, and while 
on a trip to Maine, recently, attached to the 
tree a small tin box containing a Bible. With 
the Book is a request that all who pass that 
way stop long enough to read a few passages 
of the Scriptures to follow the example set 
by their famous countryman. 


IN the first edition of St. Matthew in Mic- 
mac, for the Red Indians of Nova Scotia, the 
translator found, when he came to revise it, 
that in chap. 24:7 he had written, instead 
of “Nation shall rise against nation,” ‘‘A 
pair of snowshoes shall rise up against a pair 
of snowshoes.” But there was only one letter 
misprinted: “‘naooktukumiksijik”’ (a nation) 


having been displaced by ‘‘naooktakumiksi- 


Sik FF rom “‘ Bible Society Gleanings.”’ 


THe library of the Bible Society at Astor’ 


Place has recently been enriched by an in- 
teresting old booklet received from President 
Emeritus James Wood. Changed from white 
to “biscuit” color by time, this ‘‘History of 


the English Bible, with Reflections,” dates 


from about 1815, when it was published by | 


the Religious Tract Society of London. The 
little booklet is not only dignified by its sub- 
ject and its age, but it contains some curious 
details of Bible history, of which the follow- 
ing story of Faust is one: 


Having printed off a considerable number of copies 
of the Bible, to imitate those which were commonly 
sold in manuscript, Faust undertook the sale of them 
at Paris, where the art of printing was then unknown. 
As he sold his printed copies for sixty crowns, while 
the scribes demanded five hundred, this created uni- 
versal astonishment; but when he produced copies 
as fast as they were wanted, and also lowered his 
ptice to thirty crowns, all Paris was agitated. The 
uniformity of the copies increased the wonder. In- 
formations were given in to the magistrates against 
him as a magician; his lodgings were searched; and 
a great number of copies being found, they were 
seized. The red ink with which they were em- 
bellished, was said to be his blood. It was seriously 
adjudged that he was in league with the Devil; but 


on discovering his art, the Parliament of Paris made — 


an act to discharge him from all persecution, in con- 
sideration of his useful invention. 

THE Society has just received copy of a will 
of Mr. Smith A. Sands, of Woodmere, N. Y., 
in which Mr. Sands directs that one-tenth of 


the net value of his estate be set aside as 


‘‘God’s portion.’ Of this one-tenth the 
American Bible Society is to receive one-third. 

Tue China Continuation Committee in a 
recent comment on the situation in China 
says-concerning the Chinese phonetic writing: 


__ Everyone who knows China at all realizes that the 
difficulty of the Chinese written character is one of 
the chief obstacles to China’s progress. The special 


Committee on the Promotion of the National Pho- — 


netic reported important progress during the year. — 
The Government Board of Education, which devised — 
and proposed the system, is pushing it in both normal — 
schools and primary schools under government con-— 


trol. All this aids, though indirectly, in securing the 


great objective of a Bible reading church. 4 


Tue following incident from the Berkshire 
Industrial Farm Record indicates that the 
Bible is a boys’ book, if you will give them 


a chance to read it: 


’ We were trying to get rid of some old books that. 
had lain for years in the attic deep in dust. The boy 
who’ was working in the kitchen, turning aside from 
his dishes to examine the pile of books waiting for 
the discard, picked up an old volume of devotionals. 
He pored over it for several minutes and with a boy’s 
regret at disposing of anything, he said: ‘‘Gee, this 
is too good to throw away. Why, it’s most as good 
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as a Bible.”” And tucking the volume away in his 
blouse he went on with his dishes. 


In Henry Ford’s account of his financial 
operations by which he tided over a crisis 
last winter by making available $67,000,000 
in three months through increased produc- 
tion, curtailing of expenses and other meth- 
ods, occurs a commentary on Hebrews 11: 1 
which is worthy of note. 

The interviewer asked Mr. Ford, “‘Is there 
any one thing to which you can ascribe your 
success in mastering all your problems—any 
basic formula principle that I could express in 
a few words?” 

“Oh, yes, there is,” replied Mr. Ford, now 
vividly interested and becoming emphatic in 
tone and gesture. “Yes, there is. You'll 
find the central idea of the whole thing in the 
Bible, in Hebrews 11:1, ‘Faith is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for—the evidence of 
things not seen.’ Faith is the thing that 
makes reality of what a man hopes for.” 


In Collier’s of July 30, 1921, an article en- 
titled ‘“‘Supersalesmen at Work,” covering 
more than two pages, with illustrations, is one 
of the finest appreciations that the American 
Bible Society has ever had of its work in a 
popular magazine. No one can read the ar- 
ticle without a new feeling of the importance 
and the strategic value of the work of the 
colporteur. We hope to reprint the article 
for a wider distribution. It will do much good 
for the work of the Bible Society. 


“Our area of service is as wide as the 
world.’”’ This sentence in a letter to a friend 
of the Society suggested the splendid verses 
which appear on the back cover of this 
magazine. When you read that page, will you 
not connect it with the article on the opening 
page—‘‘An Emergency’’? Or, better still, read 
them both again in relation to each other. 


Extract from a letter of Dr. S. M. Zwemer, 
dated Cairo, February 1, 1921. 


Chief among all books is the Bible itself, and al- 
though the societies print Gospel portions, the Nile 
Mission Press has been able to print portionettes 
of the Old and New Testaments. Concerning the 
circulation of this literature, Mr. H. J. Weaver re- 


ports as follows: 


“Looking back now we see that God himself was 
planning for the needs of Dr Sherwood Eddy’s 
wonderful mission through the production of a plen- 
tiful supply of os | 
the meetings; and another remarkable coincidence 
was the fact that the passages selected coincided 
almost exactly with the subjects upon which Dr. 


_ Eddy spoke. 


a ram 
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“In Cairo it was arranged to place portionettes on 


each seat of the Kursaal Theater before the audience 
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entered. Not a few of the workers were fearful as 
to the result. Many thought that a disturbance 
might be created or that a large proportion of the 
leaflets would be torn. 

“A careful record was taken of 4,000 copies of 
Matt. 27 and 28 (the Crucifixion and Resurrection 
of Christ); all but fifty copies were taken away and 
only 7 were torn. A similar distribution was made 
in all the mission centers. During the meetings 
90,000 of the portionettes were given out, and to all 
the Christian men who were aroused to undertake 
evangelistic work by the distribution of literature we 
are able to send out unlimited supplies. 

‘““Workers in Palestine are also asking for large 
quantities of the Scripture portions. Up to date 
750,000 portionettes have been produced.” 


Gerrit D. Van PEuRSEM, of Muscat, 
Arabia, in an article in the July number of 
The Moslem World on ‘‘Methods of Evan- 
gelism in Arabia,” has this interesting word 
to say concerning the present situation in the 
distribution of the Scriptures in Arabia and 
the difficulty and burden which rest upon 
the colporteur and the missionary: 


As for our Scripture sales, statistics show that these 
are counted in thousands. Statistics, however, are 
but a small indication of the value of these sales. 
If you look into the early records of the mission, you 
will see that the sales were more, in some places, than 
they are now. No doubt many of these were not 
bona fide sales, for the colporteur having more regard 
for his reputation in the mission than love for the 
Arab, often reported large sales and paid the money 
from his own pocket. But the greater reason, to my 
mind, why sales were large in the early years, was 
that people knew nothing of the gospel, and a book- 
seller in the Gulf was a great novelty. Since then 
people have read the Book and seen that its teaching 
differs from that of the Koran; and those who have 
not read it know from their leaders that the Bible 
is a dangerous piece of literature. I know this is 
true in Muscat and Mutra. It is not difficult to sell 
books to visitors from the Mekran coast, who do not 
yet know what the Bible teaches and whose minds 
have not yét been poisoned. But to sell one to men 
of either of these cities is a problem. How are we 
going to make the Bible sales more valuable and ef- 
Hitherto there 
has been promiscuous and indiscriminate selling. This, 
I am convinced, is a mistake. It is better to make a 
friend than to make a sale. The former will produce 
the latter, but not vice versa. If a man looks angry 
and cross, why insult him by offering him a Gospel? 
His anger and fanaticism will only increase, and eG 
may do the cause infinite harm. Salesmanship is but 
a small part of the colporteur’s job. The object is 
not to make a sale or to get rid of a book, but to 
place it. After a sale the impression should be left 
in the purchaser that he got something good; not 
that he accepted a book simply to please the col- 
porteur. If the latter impression is left, the Arab 
will not care to see the bookseller again. This matter 
of placing the Scriptures well can best be done by 
the missionary himself. ' Knowing that there is no 


ove between the Arab and most Oriental Christians, 


and having seen how hopelessly inefficient our col- 
porteurs have been, there seems no other alternative 
than that the missionary become his own colporteur. 


Far fewer sales will be made in that case. But five 


sales well placed are worth hundreds scattered indis- 
criminately. In Muscat I have sat in coffee shops 
with pockets full of Gospels and tracts, never trying 
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to pull them out to make a sale. I saw it was not 
the time for Gospels and tracts; people looked sus- 
picious and I wanted to make sure of a welcome the 
next time. Still at other times it was found easy to 
distribute tracts and sell portions of Scripture in that 
same shop. It is indeed a great comfort to know that 
“My word shall not return unto me void.”’ But we 
must really impart a blessing to every Arab that buys 
a book before the transaction is actually done. 


In a very interesting article on ‘‘ The Appeal 
to the Eye in Street Preaching” in the 
Chinese Recorder for June, 1921, F. C. H. 
Dreyer, referring to Scripture passages such 
as John 3:16, Acts 4:12, Romans 1:16, etc., 
written on tough Chinese paper to be given 
out in connection with street preaching, says: 

Such passages may be explained in detail, or they 
may be used to prove and illustrate various points in 
one’s addresses. They should not, however, super- 
sede the use of the Bible itself. I have noticed some 
street preachers who habitually work without their 
Bibles. This seems to me tobe a mistake. The 
average Chinese has a respect for the printed page, 
and, incidentally, for the foreigner who can read it 
intelligibly. He is much more inclined to believe 
that which he feels has the sanction of some written 
authority. The Christian worker should take advan- 
tage of this and always appear before his audience 
with his Book, taking every suitable opportunity to 
refer to it, thus showing that what he says is in har- 
mony with the teaching of the Bible. While he is 
reading from the Book, a fellow-worker might with 
advantage turn to the same text in the book of 
Scripture passages, if it is contained therein, and by 
pointing to it, get the audience to follow the words 
read. Various Scripture tests have been published 
by different societies as gospel tracts. These may be 
distributed at the close of the service to reinforce the 
spoken message. 


Tue Rev. Dr. H. C. Tucker, for many years 
the representative of the American Bible 
Society in Brazil, has a most interesting arti- 
cle in the Missionary Review of the World for 
June, 1921, on “Neglected Fields in Brazil.” 
He defines these fields as: 


First—The numerous unreached tribes of wild In- 
dians scattered over a vast territory in the interior 
of Brazil; 

Second—The large population living in country 
settlements and villages remote from railroads and 
the influences of modern progress; ™~ ; 

Third—Certain classes of individuals in the large 
cities, the centers of education and industry, to whom 
no adequate presentation of the gospel message has 
yet been made. 


He thinks it possible that, if all the un- 
known regions were carefully explored, it 
might be revealed that we have even more 
than a million of dusky relatives in these wilds 
who have never yet seen the light or felt the 
influences of Christianity and modern civili- 
zation. He says that some of these people 
have been bought and sold just as African 
slaves used to be. 

In writing of the second class he describes 
extensive journeys which he has made through 
these villages and hamlets lying back from 
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the railroads, and the reports of the colpor- 
teurs of the American Bible Society who have 
visited these sections. He states they are 
backward and undeveloped, their religion is 
a strange mixture of some of the traditions 
and rites of Roman Catholicism, the pagan- 
ism of the Indians, and theifetichism that the 
negroes brought over from Africa. 

In writing of the third group he tells of a 
colporteur whom he encouraged to make a 
special effort to try to circulate the Bible 
among the student body of the city of Rio 
de Janeiro. He says: “‘We made the sug- 
gestion a matter of earnest prayer, and he 
came in later and handed me this statement: 

In the School of Law, on Floriano Peixoto Street, in 
a few days I sold about 40 Bibles and a number of 
copies of the Psalms. Among a large number of 
young men I have noted some interest and high ap- 
preciation of the moral and religious value of the 
Bible, notwithstanding their lack of confidence owing 
to their Roman Catholic education. What has great- 
ly impressed and surprised me has been the ready 
acceptance with which this precious book has been 
received by them. 

The last three days among the young men in the 
Medical School during the four hours daily that they 
remain in the lobbies of the school, I have been sur- 
rounded by a large group of students examining the 
Book, reading, discussing, and making comparisons. 
It was notable that one large class, with the exception 
of three or four young men, bought Bibles; even the 
president of the school himself bought a copy. One 
thing that strikes me favorably is that, during all 
these years that colporteurs have worked assiduously 
among the people of the city, I have never known a 
time when the people showed such deep interest in the 
reading of the Book. Can it be that we are in the 
very beginning of a great religious awakening? God 
permit that it may be so; and may he richly bless 
our humble friends. 


THE Rev. Stacy L. Roberts, acting presi- 
dent of the Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary at Pyeng Chang, Korea, was recently 
made a Life Director of the American Bible 
Society. The sum ($150) which constituted 
Mr. Roberts a Life Director was raised as a 
memorial to his father, Dr. Wm. Dayton 
Roberts, pastor of the Temple Presbyterian 
Church of Philadelphia, the church which 
supports the younger Roberts in Korea. This 
is the church of which Robert Aiken, the 


printer of the first Bible printed in English 


in America, was a member. 


A NEW monthly issued by the Methodist 
Book Concern, the Missionary Education, has 
three ‘‘missionary services of worship,” all cen- 
tered on the Bible. 
World’s Best Seller,” ‘‘The Bible in Seven 
Hundred Languages,’”’ and ‘‘ Missionaries of 
the Book.” Four halftone cuts furnished 
by the American Bible Society are used in 
the first number, and several references are 
made to the work of the Society. 


They are entitled ‘‘The 
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From the Mail Bag 
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Mendon, IIl., August 20, 1921. 
AMERICAN BIBLE Society: Enclosed find check for 
Fifty dollars ($50) to mark my fifty years of Life 
Membership, and it has been a pleasure to me to 
remember it every year. I always enjoy my ‘“‘ BIBLE 
REcoRD”’ to hear of the success of the worthy cause. 
Iam able to read and write even now in my ninetieth 

year—something to be very thankful for. 
Mrs. E. P. CHITTENDEN. 


° e 


Boston, August 18, 1921. 

DEAR Sir: In reply to your letter I am sending a 
$5 bill. Iama poor working man. Only wish I was 
able to send a large sum. 

In 1837 your Society gave my grandfather a Bible 
in S. C., and it has kept the family record from that 
time to this date—and have given it to my young 
brother for his family record. 

May God help and bless your Society. 

Wa. H. ROBERTSON. 


Safford, Arizona. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, . 
My two soldier boys thought so much of the Bibles 
you gave them, that it made me bold enough to ask 
for 2 dozens for my Sunday-school Class. If I could 
tell you how we are about to move into a little new 
church that will be almost paid for, despite the hard 
times and few members, you would be interested. 
The little khaki New Testaments are the ones I 
refer to, how much would they cost? 
Very truly, 
Mrs. T. T. Swirt. 


. e 


Liletown, Ky., May 18, 1921. 
DEAR Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: I received my “Bible,” 
the ‘‘New Testament’ in New York Point, a few 
days ago, in perfect condition, and I want to say 
that I greatly appreciate the effort made to provide 
me and others of similar circumstances with same. 


LOA Tt fe 
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I wish to thank you and the Society for your kind- 
ness and promptness in sending the book. I shall 
spend a part of each day studying same, for I am 
very anxious to become efficient in the wonderful 
knowledge contained within its covers. It has al- 
ready been a source of great pleasure and informa- 
tion to me. 

Again thanking you and all those concerned for the 
kindness and interest shown me, I remain, 

Very respectfully yours, 
CLARA M. Lite. 


Kunnamkulam, July 16, 1921. 
From T. V. Cherian, 


Form II, 
S. IL. School. 

DEAR BROTHERS IN Curist: As I am a little chap 
14 years old and I converted in the year 1918, and 
also learning in school by speaking God’s words 
taken from Bibles for Hindu boys in all my interval 
times. They are very fond of Bibles and Gospels. 

So I humbly request you to send me some Bibles 


and Gospels. I thinking that you will do so. Par- 
don me in my mistacks. 
Iam stoping my letter by prayer. 
I am yours in Christ, 
i T. V. CHERIAN. 


THE paragraph below is taken from a letter 
from Dr. Enoch F. Bell, of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions: 


That leaflet entitled “The Only Way Out of the 
Dark”’ is the best thing of the kind that I have ever 
seen. I spoke of this a little while ago in a letter to 
Doctor Haven. To-day as I opened your letter I 
found another copy of the leaflet, and this I turned 
over to one of the leading Japanese Christian pastors, 
who happened to be passing through. His eyes 
opened in genuine admiration. You struck twelve 
that time. : 


S——SXVX! 


SSS SSL EL EVERELELY 
iem\ IF aaNU! rey ———— 


The Bank of the Manhattan Company, 
New York City, 


has been running a series of advertise- 
ments in which they have featured 
institutions and people of historic in- 
terest in New York. One of the series 
catried the picture of the old Bible 
House where headquarters were estab- 
lished in 1820. By courtesy of the 
bank we are able to present the cut 
used in the advertisement. It will be 
new to most Recorp readers and will 
be of interest to all. 
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Some Sugégestions about the Bible’ 


By Miss Margaret Slattery 


AVE you ever thought what mental ef- 
H fort has been put into the translation 
of the Bible? You may shrug your shoulders 
at missionaries who come home and seem old- 
fashioned, but I ask you to sit down this 
summer and translate the Gospel of Luke into 
any language you know—French, German, or 
Latin, the language in which you are most 
proficient. Will you get it done this summer, 
in two months? And you have a dictionary, 
while the missionary has none; you know the 
fundamental laws of the language, but the 
missionary has nothing. Yet they have trans- 
lated the Bible, or parts of it, into 725 lan- 
guages and dialects. Just think of the men- 
tal power that represents. 

Never read it until you pray. I do not 
mean, say words. They are easy enough to 
say; any one can say words. I mean to pray 
with the ‘‘I’’ which is me after my body and 
everything I have is gone—the thing which 
is myself, which having been can never cease 
being. 

You cannot think relativity: the theory 
even is beyond you. You have to make it 
concrete, and you must make God concrete 
in Jesus. That is what he did; he put him- 
self into a language we could understand; put 
himself into words and warm loving deeds; 
put himself into a great heart; put himself 
into a lover of little children; put himself into 
One who never turned his back on need. 
Think God in Jesus, because you cannot think 
of him in any other way. You cannot think 
spirit; it is impossible for the human mind. 
Put the words you do not understand into 
Jesus, and let him translate and make real 
those words, so that you can think, and then 
speak. 

And do not discuss the Bible lightly. All 
truth has been discovered by sacrifice. Oh, 


* An address delivered at the Northfield Young Women’s Con- 
ference, July, 1921. Published in the Record of Christian Work, 
for September, 1921. 


what men paid to find a way to cross the 


sea! Oh, what men have paid to heal 
diseased bodies! Will you pay to discover 
God? 


There are signs in the sky that youth hun- 
gers and thirsts to know God; that it is on 
a venture to discover God. Share in the 
venture, and none of these little things will 
trouble you. Your work will be constructive: 
you will be a builder in the name of the Lord. 
You will translate this Book, lying in libraries, 
lying on a thousand pulpit desks, lying in 
girls’ trunks and on the tables in boarding- 
schools; you will put it where it will compel 
the world to be at peace, to feed hungry chil- 
dren, to clothe the naked, to heal the sick, 
to comfort the pain-ridden. Perhaps it will 
be in your day. God grant it, and make you 
splendid in the pursuit of it, and help you to 
discover as no other generation has been able 
to discover, what he meant when he said, 
“Come to me.”’ 

There will come a day when all the nations 
of the world have received this Book and 
poured their interpretations upon it; when 
the world will know what it fully means. 
Until then, hunger and thirst to know it! 
Until then, study it with its background! 
Revere it because of the great significance of 
its message, whose faintest shadow is not yet 
lighted by really intelligent interpretation. 

One more word, the last I can say to you— 
how shall I say it? Do not fritter your time 
away on the discussion of phrases that divide 
Christendom. Hear this Book say: ‘‘God 
and you.” That is what it speaks of from 
Genesis to Revelation—God and man. Find 
out by searching its pages what message 
shall come to you; how you can find God, 
and let him find you; and keep always in 
mind the fact that this Book is of value to 
you and the world only as you translate it 
into life. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 


Your money may be lost if you enclose in an ordinary 
letter silver coin, bills, or postage stamps. 


THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR: 


1. Register the letter in which you send bills or postage 
stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter for ten cents. 


2. Send the money by Bank check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Express Company's money order. 

4. Send it by a Post-office money order. 

Wkichever way is chosen, address the letter and make 
the check, draft, or order, payable to Gilbert Darlington, 
Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, New York. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 
I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 


formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen hundred 
and forty-one, the sum of , to be applied 
to the charitable uses and purposes of said Society. 
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THE PUBLIC MARKET IN BAGUIO-IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
Here, every Sunday, vast crowds congregate from near and far—the Filipi- 
nos to sell their market produce, and the Igorottes to barter for salt and 
dogs in preparation for their feasts. What a chance to distribute the Word! 


The World and the Word © 


What is the world? A wildering maze, 
Where sin hath tracked ten thousand ways, 
Its victims to ensnare: 
All broad and winding and aslope, 
All tempting with perfidious hope, 
All ending in despair. 


Millions of pilgrims throng those roads, 

Bearing their baubles or their loads, 
Down to eternal night; 

One humble path, that never bends, 

Narrow, and rough, and steep, ascends 
From darkness into light. 


There is a guide to show that path: 
The Bible—he alone who hath 
The Bible need not stray; 
Yet he who hath and will not give 
That heavenly guide to all who live, 
Himself shall lose the way. 
—]~W. Gordon 
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